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RE: Request of statewide review of supply and deliverability of natural gas, electricity and 
propane and contingency planning 

On Wednesday, January 30, 2019, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
issued a maximum generation event and declared conservative operations through 
Thursday, January 31, 2019 for the region because of forced generation outages and higher
than-forecasted load due to the record-low temperatures. In doing this, Michigan's 
incumbent utilities, Consumers Energy and DTE Energy, were told to ask their customers 

with interruptible rates to conserve energy. The combination of this event and a fire at the 
Consumers Energy Company's largest natural gas storage and delivery facility, lead to 
disruption and forced the utilities to make broad requests to all ratepayers for voluntary 
reductions of electric and natural gas usage. 

I am requesting that the Michigan Public Service Commission review the supply, 
engineering, and deliverability of Michigan's natural gas, electricity and propane. This 
review should include at least the following: 

• The Commission's current infrastructure planning criteria and methodologies
around distribution, transmission, and generation (including contingency plans);

• Existing planning processes for electric and natural gas utilities and best practices

for integration;

• Linkages and gaps between real-time operational reliability and infrastructure

planning for long-term reliability;

• Demand response and mutual assurance protocols by natural gas utilities and

opportunities for enhancement;
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