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2010 Michigan Mentoring Month Form Op-Eds
Sample op-ed if you are currently mentoring:
This January is National Mentoring Month and I hope you will join Governor Jennifer M. Granholm in also recognizing this month as Michigan Mentoring Month.  Research shows more than 35,000 youth are being mentored in our state, but there are hundreds of thousands more that could benefit from having a mentor.  I hope you will consider becoming a mentor because through your guidance and support, you could help a child make positive decisions like staying in school, avoiding drugs and alcohol, excelling in their schoolwork, and much more.

I have been a mentor in <insert community name> for <insert length of time>.  <Insert a brief sentence or two about your experience>.  I believe the time I have spent with my mentee has made a significant contribution to <his/her> life.  Not only that, but every day I am amazed by how much I have personally benefited from being a mentor.  The commitment is so small – usually one hour a week – but both of our lives have been forever changed through those short visits.
I am not the only one impacted by mentoring.  <Insert information, if available, about another mentor in your community or a youth being mentored in your community>.
Mentor Michigan strives to engage more citizens in mentoring.  Mentor Michigan is committed to recruiting new mentors for the over 3,000 children currently on waiting lists throughout the state.  Most of those children are boys who need positive male role models.  
Could you make the commitment to a child and visit with him or her just once a week?  Are you willing to share a little of yourself with a youngster and use that time to “Pass It On?”
Please make the decision to become a mentor today.  You may contact <insert organization> where I mentor by calling <insert name> at <insert phone number>.  Or you can connect with mentoring organizations throughout the state by visiting www.mentormichigan.org. 
Sample op-ed for those not currently mentoring:

This January is National Mentoring Month and I hope you will join Governor Jennifer M. Granholm in also recognizing this month as Michigan Mentoring Month.  Research shows more than 35,000 youth are being mentored in our state, but there are hundreds of thousands more that could benefit from having a mentor.  I hope you will consider becoming a mentor because through your guidance and support, you could help a child make positive decisions like staying in school, avoiding drugs and alcohol, excelling in their schoolwork, and much more.

Mentor Michigan strives to engage more citizens in mentoring.  Mentor Michigan is committed to recruiting new mentors for the over 3,000 children currently on waiting lists.  Most of those children are boys who need positive male role models.  

Could you make the commitment to a child and visit with him or her just once a week?  Are you willing to share a little of yourself with a youngster and use that time to “Pass It On?”
Please make the decision to become a mentor today.  You may contact <insert organization> by calling <insert name> at <insert phone number>.  Or you can connect with mentoring organizations throughout the state by visiting www.mentormichigan.org. 
