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Executive Summary

This report summarizes the public input collected for the Michigan State Long-Range
Transportation Plan (MI Transportation Plan) at the August Open House Public Meetings. The
open houses are the second in a series of two rounds of public meetings for the MI
Transportation Plan.

After reviewing the Draft Vision and related materials participants identified the following as
strengths;

e Consideration of all transportation modes;

o Sdfety;

e Security;

e Focus on working with the handicapped and people with disabilities; and
¢ Land use and transportation.

Participants were also asked what was needed to make the Draft Vision stronger. The top
suggestions were:

e Moredetailed and stronger wording of the document;

Greater consideration of the needs of all demographic groups,
e |ncreasein choice of modes;

e Better integration of modes;

e Morefocuson transit; and

e Additional information on transportation funding.

There was general agreement on the Draft Vision at all open house locations and very few
regional differenceswere identified in the comments received.

Chapter 1. Introduction

This report documents the public participation process and public input collected for the
Michigan State Long-Range Transportation Plan (M1 Transportation Plan) open houses held
August 7 through 17, 2006. All open houses had the same set-up, display boards, PowerPoint
presentation, and informational materials.

The open houses were the second of two rounds of public meetings for M| Transportation Plan.
During each round, public meetings were scheduled in different locations to allow greater

participation across the state.

The purposes of the open houses were to:
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¢ Inform and educate the public about the Draft Vision and its key values and
characteristics, developed with input from the Economic Advisory Group (EAG)
meetings, March/April open houses, stakeholder interviews, stakeholder workshops,
the Transportation Summit, and household participation studies,

e Receive public input and comment on the Draft Vision; and
e Inform the public about the MI Transportation Plan.

The following outreach activities publicized these open houses.
e A pressrelease, distributed to MDOT’s media contact list;
¢ Open house information, including locations and dates, posted on the project Web site;
e Open house flyers mailed to approximately 900 stakeholders; and
e Open house flyers eemailed to numerous stakeholders and transit providers.

The press release and open house flyer are included in Appendix A of this document.

Chapter 2. Open House Format

MDOT held 14 open houses for the M| Transportation Plan at strategic locations across the state
(asshown in Figure 1):

e Novi
e Kaamazoo

e Warren

e Detroit

e Grand Rapids
e Flint

e Lansing

e Ann Arbor

e Mount Pleasant
e Tawas City

¢ Kingsford

e Traverse City

e Ironwood

St. Ignace
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Figure 1 Public Meeting LocationsSecondRound
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