This is the seventh edition of “Connecting Neighbors,” a newsletter designed
to give you information about the MDOT I-75 Ambassador Bridge Gateway
Project. Major construction has been under way since late February 2008.
Take a look at “What's Happening Now” to see what’s been completed and
what still lies ahead. Need Michigan travel information? Read about the new
Detroit Mexicantown International Welcome Center located in the heart of
Mexicantown. Looking for more I-75 Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project
information? Go to www.michigan.gov/gateway.

The Detroit Mexicantown International

Former MDOT Director Welcome Center is now open for business,
Honored As New Welcome Center offering visitors and tourists from across

; the state and around the world a brand
Opens For Business new resource for learning about travel,

entertainment and attractions in Michigan.

Located in southwest Detroit at the corner
of Bagley Avenue and 21st Street near the
Ambassador Bridge, the new facility is the
state’s 14th Welcome Center and the first
to be located within a major metropolitan
area. The 5,000-square-foot Welcome
Center is operated through a partnership of
the Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) and the Michigan Economic
Development Corp. — Travel Michigan (MEDC).
The new Welcome Center is expected to
greet a significant portion of the millions of
visitors and tourists who contribute more than
$17 billion annually to the state’s economy.
Former MDOT Director Gloria J. Jeff and MDOT Metro Region Engineer
Greg Johnson look on as MDOT Chief Deputy Director Jacqueline Shinn To celebrate the occasion, a crowd of
unveils the Welcome Center plaque honoring Jeff. .
approximately 500 supporters turned out on
Aug. 22 for a morning of music, Mexican food and speeches by state, local and community leaders as the
Spanish-style building was dedicated to former MDOT Director Gloria J. Jeff. Jeff was the first woman and
the first African American to head the state transportation department. A native of Detroit and a graduate
of the University of Michigan, Jeff served as director from January 2003 to January 2006. Prior to that, she
served as a deputy administrator of the Federal Highway Administration during the Clinton Administration.

Several speakers spoke at the event jncluding Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano; MEDC Senior Vice
President for Marketing and Communications Lisa Dancsok; Barbara Jean Johnson, director of Community
Relations for the Governor’s Southeast Michigan Office; Macomb County Commissioner Joan Flynn and
the Reverend Larry J. Bell of Vernon Chapel AME Church.

Speaking at the ceremony, MDOT Chief Deputy Director Jacqueline Shinn said, “The Detroit Mexicantown
International Welcome Center is more than just a beautiful building. It is the tangible result of a successful
state, regional and local partnership that will support tourism in southeast Michigan, drive the state’s economy,
encourage local development and spur job creation.” Shinn then thanked a long list of public- and private-
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WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW?
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MDOT |-75 Ambassador
Bridge Gateway Project

The I-75 Ambassador Bridge
Gateway Project is more
than 60% complete.

A critical one-mile section of 1-96 from Warren Avenue to I-75 has been finished. (See story on page 4.) So what's
next for the Gateway Project Team? Construction crews are focusing on building the interchange to the Ambassador
Bridge, and reconstructing several bridges, including the Cass bridge over I-75 and the Joy and Maplewood bridges
over 1-96. Work continues on the signature Bagley Avenue Pedestrian Bridge that will reconnect the east and west

sides of Mexicantown. As of this writing, the pylons and concrete portion of the bridge are complete and crews are
preparing to work on the top portion of the structure.
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