Social Studies — Grade 9 Released Items Fall 2006

Anchor Paper 1 - Score Point 4

Anchor Paper 1
Score Point 4
Position: “should further restrict” supported with other elements.

Data: “costs of clearcutting are low” or “damage from water runoff” linked to position by context of
“outweigh the benefits”.

Core Democratic Value: Common Good by sacrifice “costs of clearcutting are low” for benefit to all of
minimizing “damage from water runoff” and “loss of tourism”.

Prior Knowledge: “loss of tourism” within the weighing “economic benefits” argument. (Understanding of
give and take.)

Note: acceptance of using same economic words for multiple elements.
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Anchor Paper 2

Score Point 3

Position: “should not further restrict” supported with other elements.

Data: “regrowth potential is high”, “cost of harvesting is low”, “clearcut will cost less with our animal
habitat”.

No Core Democratic Value, no ‘sacrifice’ given for Common Good (unexplained).

Prior Knowledge: Paragraph 3 economic process; allow interpretation “Taxes may increase” to mean
revenue increases.
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Anchor Paper 3

Score Point 3

Position: “disagree” with “further restrictions” supported with other elements.

Data: Paragraph 3—*800 companys” is w/in data box.; “selective and shelterwood cutting are more
expensive”; “amount of timber...increased” solid w/in context; “regrowth potential is high”; “Potential
damage to the soil...lowest”.

No Core Democratic Value, no sacrifice for Common Good is given.

Prior Knowledge: “logging is an important industry in Michigan” and “Imagine the damage to the 800
companys”, argument strengthened by “workers jobs would be questioned” and comparison of clearcutting
to other methods.
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Anchor Paper 4

Score Point 3

Position: “should be eliminated” (this “modified position” is accepted) supported by elements.
Data: “Land would look bad” reference to Part B “appearance”.

No Core Democratic Value, because with the Common Good, no sacrifice is mentioned.

Prior Knowledge: “floods...caused by no trees;” plus gives extra step of “being able to keep soil down on
the ground”.
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Anchor Paper 10
Score Point 0
This paper takes a clear position, but does not support the position.
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