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Introduction to NHSNIntroduction to NHSN



 

Secure, internetSecure, internet--based surveillance systembased surveillance system


 

Developed and managed by the Division of Developed and managed by the Division of 
Healthcare Quality Promotion (DHQP) at CDCHealthcare Quality Promotion (DHQP) at CDC



 

Free to participating facilities but requires signed Free to participating facilities but requires signed 
agreement with CDCagreement with CDC



 

Enrollment on NHSN is separate from Enrollment on NHSN is separate from 
participation in the SHARP surveillance of HAI participation in the SHARP surveillance of HAI 
project using NHSN dataproject using NHSN data
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Purposes of NHSNPurposes of NHSN

Collect data from healthcare facilities:Collect data from healthcare facilities:


 

To permit valid estimation of magnitude of To permit valid estimation of magnitude of 
adverse events among patientsadverse events among patients



 

To permit valid estimation of adherence to To permit valid estimation of adherence to 
practices known to prevent practices known to prevent HAIsHAIs



 

To analyze and report collected data to permit To analyze and report collected data to permit 
recognition of trendsrecognition of trends



 

To provide facilities with riskTo provide facilities with risk--adjusted data to adjusted data to 
be used for interbe used for inter--facility & national facility & national 
comparisoncomparison
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NHSN ComponentsNHSN Components

Three basic components of NHSN:Three basic components of NHSN:

•• Patient SafetyPatient Safety


 

DeviceDevice--AssociatedAssociated


 

ProcedureProcedure--AssociatedAssociated


 

MDRO/CDADMDRO/CDAD

•• Healthcare Personnel SafetyHealthcare Personnel Safety
•• BiovigilanceBiovigilance
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Patient Safety Component ModulesPatient Safety Component Modules



 

DeviceDevice--Associated Modules:Associated Modules:
•• Central lineCentral line--associated bloodstream infection associated bloodstream infection 

((CLABSICLABSI))
•• Central line insertion practices adherence Central line insertion practices adherence 

((CLIPCLIP))
•• VentilatorVentilator--associated pneumonia (associated pneumonia (VAPVAP))
•• CatheterCatheter--associated urinary tract infection associated urinary tract infection 

((CAUTICAUTI))
•• Dialysis Event (Dialysis Event (DEDE))
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Patient Safety Component Modules Patient Safety Component Modules 
(cont(cont’’d)d)



 

ProcedureProcedure--associated Module options:associated Module options:
•• Surgical site infection (SSI)Surgical site infection (SSI)
•• PostPost--procedure pneumonia (PPP)procedure pneumonia (PPP)



 

MultidrugMultidrug--Resistant Organism/Resistant Organism/C. C. difficiledifficile-- 
associated Disease (MDRO/CDAD) Moduleassociated Disease (MDRO/CDAD) Module
•• Infection SurveillanceInfection Surveillance
•• Laboratory Identified (Laboratory Identified (LabIDLabID) Events) Events
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NHSN EnrollmentNHSN Enrollment


 

Process done through DHQP at CDCProcess done through DHQP at CDC


 

Visit NHSN website at Visit NHSN website at www.cdc.gov.nhsnwww.cdc.gov.nhsn


 

Requirement for hospitals in CMS Hospital Requirement for hospitals in CMS Hospital 
Inpatient Quality Reporting Program (effective Inpatient Quality Reporting Program (effective 
January 2011) January 2011) –– must report must report CLABSIsCLABSIs



 

Additional CMS requirements in 2012 Additional CMS requirements in 2012 ––SSIsSSIs


 

Currently does not apply to critical access Currently does not apply to critical access 
hospitalshospitals
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Checklist for EnrollmentChecklist for Enrollment

1. Identify Facility      1. Identify Facility      
AdministratorAdministrator

2. CDC training2. CDC training
3. Facility Administrator 3. Facility Administrator 

registrationregistration
4. Digital certificate4. Digital certificate
5. Facility enrollment5. Facility enrollment

6. Facility activation6. Facility activation
7. Facility set up7. Facility set up
8. Monthly reporting   8. Monthly reporting   

planplan
9. Confer rights to  9. Confer rights to  

SHARP (optional)SHARP (optional)
10. Surveillance10. Surveillance
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StepStep--byby--Step Enrollment GuideStep Enrollment Guide

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cmshttp://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cms--ippsipps-- 
rule_training.htmlrule_training.html

www.michigan.gov/haiwww.michigan.gov/hai

Slide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of HealtSlide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of Health Servicesh Services

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cms-ipps-rule_training.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cms-ipps-rule_training.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cms-ipps-rule_training.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cms-ipps-rule_training.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cms-ipps-rule_training.html


Michigan Department of Community HealthMichigan Department of Community Health

Surveillance for HealthcareSurveillance for Healthcare--Associated & Resistant Pathogens  (SHARP) UnitAssociated & Resistant Pathogens  (SHARP) Unit 1010

Step 1: Identify NHSN Facility Step 1: Identify NHSN Facility 
AdministratorAdministrator



 

Each facility can have only oneEach facility can have only one


 

Has the most administrative rights on the systemHas the most administrative rights on the system


 

Can appoint others with various administrative rights as Can appoint others with various administrative rights as 
backupbackup



 

Typically the primary user of NHSN: IP, hospital Typically the primary user of NHSN: IP, hospital 
epidemiologist, etc. epidemiologist, etc. 



 

Only person who can join a group and confer rightsOnly person who can join a group and confer rights


 

Will enroll the facility in NHSNWill enroll the facility in NHSN


 

Should assign new NHSN Facility Admin before leaving the Should assign new NHSN Facility Admin before leaving the 
facilityfacility
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Step 2: CDC TrainingStep 2: CDC Training


 

Archived webcast with slide set formatArchived webcast with slide set format



 

~10~10--12 hours for required modules12 hours for required modules



 

Required by CDC before a NHSN Facility Required by CDC before a NHSN Facility 
Administrator or user can enroll on the systemAdministrator or user can enroll on the system



 

Discusses data collection, numerators, Discusses data collection, numerators, 
denominators and data entrydenominators and data entry

www.cdc.gov/nhsn/trainingwww.cdc.gov/nhsn/training
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Step 3: Facility Admin. RegistrationStep 3: Facility Admin. Registration



 

Review CDCReview CDC’’s s NHSNNHSN Facility Administrator Facility Administrator 
Enrollment GuideEnrollment Guide for details on enrollmentfor details on enrollment
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/PDFs/FacilityAdminEnhttp://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/PDFs/FacilityAdminEn 

rollmentGuideCurrent.pdfrollmentGuideCurrent.pdf

Slide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of HealtSlide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of Health Servicesh Services
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Step 3: Facility Admin. Registration, contStep 3: Facility Admin. Registration, cont’’d.d.



 

Read and accept the NHSN Rules of BehaviorRead and accept the NHSN Rules of Behavior
http://http://nhsn.cdc.gov/RegistrationForm/admin.htmnhsn.cdc.gov/RegistrationForm/admin.htm

Slide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of HealtSlide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of Health Servicesh Services
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Step 3: Facility Admin. Registration, contStep 3: Facility Admin. Registration, cont’’d.d.



 

Complete registration Complete registration 
informationinformation



 

Ensure accurate eEnsure accurate e--mail mail 
addressaddress



 

You will need to enter:You will need to enter:


 

A facility identifierA facility identifier


 

Date you completed Date you completed 
CDC NHSN trainingCDC NHSN training
Slide adapted with permission from Slide adapted with permission from 
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Step 4: Digital CertificateStep 4: Digital Certificate


 

Authenticates your access when logging onto Authenticates your access when logging onto 
CDCCDC’’s Secure Data Networks Secure Data Network



 

Do not Do not shareshare your digital certificate; they are your digital certificate; they are 
useruser--specific (including Facility Administrator)specific (including Facility Administrator)



 

Digital certificate can be installed on multiple Digital certificate can be installed on multiple 
computers for the same usercomputers for the same user



 

CDC will be switching to a CDC will be switching to a user passworduser password
Slide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of HealtSlide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of Health Servicesh Services
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Step 4: Digital Certificate, contStep 4: Digital Certificate, cont’’dd



 

CDC registration confirmation email will include CDC registration confirmation email will include 
the digital ID enrollment link to apply for a the digital ID enrollment link to apply for a 
digital certificatedigital certificate



 

If you already have a CDC digital certificate, do If you already have a CDC digital certificate, do 
not register for anothernot register for another



 

Follow the instructions in each CDC email during Follow the instructions in each CDC email during 
the digital certificate processthe digital certificate process



 

Follow CDC steps in orderFollow CDC steps in order

Slide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of HealtSlide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of Health Servicesh Services
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Step 4: Digital Certificate, contStep 4: Digital Certificate, cont’’dd



 

Have an IT staff member at your facility install Have an IT staff member at your facility install 
the digital certificate if possiblethe digital certificate if possible



 

Installation instructions are also in the Installation instructions are also in the Facility Facility 
Administrator Enrollment Guide Administrator Enrollment Guide available at the available at the 
NHSN websiteNHSN website



 

Create a backup copy of the certificateCreate a backup copy of the certificate
Slide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of HealtSlide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of Health Servicesh Services
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Step 5: Facility EnrollmentStep 5: Facility Enrollment



 

Access NHSN through the SDNAccess NHSN through the SDN


 

https://sdn.cdc.govhttps://sdn.cdc.gov


 

You must use Internet Explorer with NHSNYou must use Internet Explorer with NHSN



 

Select Select ““NHSN EnrollmentNHSN Enrollment”” in the upper left cornerin the upper left corner


 

Print enrollment forms applicable to your facility Print enrollment forms applicable to your facility 
(you will submit these online, but this will allow (you will submit these online, but this will allow 
you to gather necessary information)you to gather necessary information)



 

Complete facility contact info and annual facility  Complete facility contact info and annual facility  
forms onlineforms online

Slide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of HealtSlide adapted with permission from Wisconsin Department of Health Servicesh Services
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Step 6: Facility ActivationStep 6: Facility Activation



 

Print the Print the Agreement to Participate and ConsentAgreement to Participate and Consent 
formform



 

Have a hospital administrator sign the formHave a hospital administrator sign the form


 

Return it to CDC in hard copyReturn it to CDC in hard copy


 

CDC will notify you after they have activated your CDC will notify you after they have activated your 
hospital on NHSNhospital on NHSN



 

You are now ready to log in and begin using You are now ready to log in and begin using 
NHSNNHSN
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Questions?Questions? 

Judy WeberJudy Weber 
Healthcare LiaisonHealthcare Liaison
MDCH/SHARP UnitMDCH/SHARP Unit

weberj4@michigan.govweberj4@michigan.gov
(517) 335(517) 335--83318331

mailto:weberj4@michigan.gov
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