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“Volunteering Then and Now”

On Monday, December 4th, the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) will release a new report: “Volunteering Then and Now.” This report analyzes Census data from the Current Population Survey’s Volunteer Supplements administered in 1974, 1989, and 2003-2005 and other sources of volunteer information.  

By comparing the data from the three survey periods, the report tracks how volunteering has changed in America over a thirty-year time span.  Findings show that trends among specific age groups have had a significant impact on the nation’s volunteer rate over the years.
During this holiday season, many media outlets are looking for stories about giving and helping others, and this report can serve as a ‘hook’ for a larger story about volunteering and service.  On December 4th, the full report and other information will be posted at www.nationalservice.gov.  

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2006 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
DECEMBER 2006

14
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

12
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

JANUARY 2007

National Mentoring Month (www.mentoring.org) 

15
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service (www.mlkday.org) 

18
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

22-26
No Name Calling Week (www.nonamecallingweek.org/cgi-bin/iowa/home.html)

24-26
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Retreat, Michigania (Michelle Metzmaker,

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

25
Thank Your Mentor Day (www.hsph.harvard.edu/chc/wmy2007/Thank_Them/intro.html)
FEBRUARY 2006

National Black History Month (www.asalh.org/)

8-9
11th Annual Institute: Service-Learning and Civic Engagement, Livonia, MI (Michigan 

Campus Compact, (517) 492-2424, www.micampuscompact.org/institute07.asp) 
13-19
Random Acts of Kindness Week (www.actsofkindness.org/)

15
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

19
President’s Day

*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – December 2006


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.





SAVE THE DATE!!!


Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference 2007�May 15-16, 2007 at the Lansing Center�Registration materials available January 2007








MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY OF SERVICE 


“A day ON, not a day OFF”





On January 15, 2007, Americans across the country will celebrate the life & work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Hundreds of thousands of Americans will remember and memorialize Dr. King by participating in service projects in their communities. Together, they will honor King’s legacy of tolerance, peace, and equality by meeting community needs and making the holiday “A day ON, not a day OFF.” 





The Corporation for National and Community Service has recently launched My MLK Day.  My MLK Day is an online tool for those organizing Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service projects to register their projects, manager volunteers, and report results.





Individuals may search for volunteer opportunities with registered MLK Day Projects. To learn more, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.gov" ��www.mlkday.gov�. 











NATIONAL FORENSIC LEAGUE DEBATES NATIONAL SERVICE





The 2006-07 policy debate topic for the National Forensic League is national service.  The resolution for the debate is "the United States federal government should establish a policy substantially increasing the number of persons serving in one or more of the following national service programs: AmeriCorps, Citizen Corps, Senior Corps, Peace Corps, Learn and Serve America, Armed Forces." 





To learn more, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nflonline.org/Main/HomePage" ��www.nflonline.org/Main/HomePage�. 











The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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January is National Mentoring Month!





National Mentoring Month & Michigan Mentoring Month are designed to generate a concentrated burst of national, statewide, and local media activity.  Combine this with community-based activities and you have the recipe to successfully recruit new mentors.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Recruiting_Men_Ideas_141394_7.pdf" \t "_blank" �Ideas to Recruit Male Mentors� (PDF) provides a list of activities focused on recruiting male mentors you can implement during National Mentoring Month.  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Recruiting_Men_Ideas_141393_7.doc" \t "_blank" �Also available in Word format�.)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Mentoring-Related_Event_Ideas__141446_7.pdf" \t "_blank" �Ideas for National Mentoring Month Activities� (PDF) provides a list of ideas that you can implement during National Mentoring Month.  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Mentoring-Related_Event_Ideas__141447_7.doc" \t "_blank" �Also available in Word format�.)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Project-Event_Planning_Guide_109102_7.pdf" \t "_blank" �National Mentoring Month Event Planning Guide� (PDF) is a step-by-step booklet that will assist you planning and implementing a first class event.  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Project-Event_Planning_Guide_109104_7.rtf" \t "_blank" �Also available in Word format.�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Thank_Your_Mentor_Day_Flyer_141395_7.pdf" \t "_blank" �Thank Your Mentor Day� (PDF) is January 25, 2007.  This flyer promotes this day and gives ideas on how mentees can thank their mentors. 





The Mentor Michigan Communications Tool Kit contains resources and ideas that will help local mentoring programs promote their activities, thank their mentors, and recruit new mentors.  Learn more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mentormichigan" ��www.michigan.gov/mentormichigan�.  
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