
Important note about safety
Adopt-A-Highway volunteers are required to conduct a 
safety meeting once each year before the first pickup.

Each volunteer is required to wear an  
MDOT-provided, bright lime green ANSI/ISEA 107-2004 
Class 2 safety vest while working along the roadside.

Once your group is issued an Adopt-A-Highway 
permit, MDOT will provide additional safety information, 
including rules, guidelines and a safety video.

How are roads assigned?
Requests for specific roadside areas will be handled 
on a first-come, first-served basis between you and 
a local MDOT region coordinator. All attempts will be 
made to match your first choice, or a segment that is 
closest to your community.

Adopt-A-Highway permits are issued to  
groups for a minimum two-year period. A group may 
keep its adopted section of highway indefinitely, as 
long as permit requirements are fulfilled.

Sign up now and adopt a highway!
If the area you select is available, please allow 
approximately four weeks to receive notice from your 
local program office about your adopted area, safety 
materials, and specific pickup times and dates. 

How can we sign up?
To request an Adopt-A-Highway application form, go 
to www.michigan.gov/adoptahighway, or call or write 
the MDOT region office that serves your county. Please 
refer to the map and following phone numbers.

For further information on  
Adopt-A-Highway:
Call the MDOT region office that serves your county.

Superior Region
Dennis Collins • 906-630-8085 CollinsD2@Michigan.gov 
Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw, Marquette, and Ontonagon counties 
Jeff Hagglund • 906-875-6644 HagglundJ@Michigan.gov 
Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, Iron, and Menominee counties 
Kyle Martin • 906-241-2375 MartinK32@Michigan.gov 
Alger, Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac, and Schoolcraft counties

North Region
Karla Dine • 231-941-1986 DineK@Michigan.gov 
Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee,  
and Wexford counties
Amanda Lake • 231-262-2521 LakeA3@Michigan.gov 
Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, Otsego,  
and Roscommon counties 
Christine O’Neil • 989-356-2231 ONeilC2@Michigan.gov  
Alcona, Alpena, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, and Presque Isle counties

Grand Region
Antoinette Goodman • 616-204-7665 GoodmanA2@Michigan.gov 
Allegan, Barry, Ionia, Kent, Lake, Mecosta, Montcalm, Newaygo,  
and Osceola counties 
John Crossett • 231-638-9207 CrossettJ@Michigan.gov 
Mason, Muskegon, Oceana, and Ottawa counties

Bay Region
Tiarra Wright • 989-284-7854 WrightT17@Michigan.gov 
Arenac, Bay, Clare, Genesee, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, Isabella, Lapeer, Midland, 
Saginaw, Sanilac, Shiawassee, St. Clair, and Tuscola counties

Southwest Region
Southwest Region Office • 269-789-0592  
Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, 
Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and Van Buren counties

University Region
Larry Thelen • 517-749-8733 ThelenL3@Michigan.gov  
Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham counties 
Doug Jordan • 517-937-6472 JordanR@Michigan.gov 
Hillsdale, Jackson, and Lenawee counties 
James Drury • 248-207-5594 DruryJ@Michigan.gov 
Livingston, Monroe, and Washtenaw counties

Metro Region
Amy Plante • 586-421-3920 PlanteA@Michigan.gov or  
Jessica Leach • 586-421-3920 LeachJ1@Michigan.gov • Macomb County 
Rebecca Heron • 248-451-0001 HeronR@Michigan.gov • Oakland County 
Karen Patrick-Davis • 313-375-2400 PatrickK@Michigan.gov • Wayne County 
Twyla Chinn-Lee • 313-965-6350 ChinnT@Michigan.gov • City of Detroit

Program Coordinator
Carla Ahlschwede • 517-242-1232 (phone), 517-636-5746 (fax 
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What is Adopt-A-Highway?
Adopt-A-Highway is a Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) program designed to help 
keep the state’s highway roadsides clean and 
attractive. Volunteer groups “adopt” both sides 
along a section of highway roadside for two years 
or more. A minimum 2-mile stretch of roadside  
is recommended. 

All types of state highways may be adopted, 
including two-lane roads, limited-access highways, 
and boulevards. 

Who is eligible?
Just about any group consisting of at least  
three people.

It’s a great opportunity for all types of organizations, 
including scout troops, church groups, activity and 
teen groups, small and large businesses, clubs, 
service organizations, and senior citizen groups.

Volunteers must be 12 years of age or older. 
Groups with children between the ages of 12 and 
17 must have at least one adult supervisor for 
every three children.

What’s required to volunteer?
Your time and effort. It’s that easy!

Volunteers are asked to pick up litter a minimum 
of three times each year from highway roadsides 
in their designated area. The goal of the program 
is to clean the roadsides before mowing cycles 
and tourism periods (April through October). 
Designated pickup dates and times will be 
determined by MDOT at the beginning of the year. 

Is there a fee?
There is no fee required to volunteer in the 
Adopt-A-Highway program.

Groups will need to provide their own 
transportation to the adoption site.  
MDOT will provide bags for litter and pickup 
service for filled bags. MDOT 
will supply a safety vest for each 
member upon acceptance in the 
program. Bags, vests and safety 
materials can be picked up at 
your designated supply location.

How does my group or  
organization benefit?
Besides the sense of pride your group will take in 
enhancing the appearance of your community, the 
name of your group will be identified on attractive 
Adopt-A-Highway signs to be displayed near your 
roadside area. (Your group’s signs will be placed 
after completion of your safety meeting and at 
least one pickup.) In addition, upon completion 
of your annual safety meeting, your group will 
receive a certificate of participation for display in 
your lobby or business.

Why adopt?
MDOT spends about $5 million annually removing 
litter from Michigan roadsides. Since the Adopt-
A-Highway program was implemented in 1990, 

millions of additional tax dollars that would 
have been spent on litter removal have 
been redirected into repairing our roads. 
Volunteer efforts help reduce litter cleanup 
costs, save taxpayers money, and fight 
the increasing litter problem in our state.


