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MDOT Regional Summaries

While regional differences are not dramatic, they do exist. The following is a
summary of how each region distinguishes itself when it comes to public attitudes toward
transportation in Michigan.

Metro

People in this region are the least satisfied with MDOT and among the least likely to think that
MDOT's projects were the right solutions to Michigan's transportation problems. People in this
region are also among the least likely to believe that transportation has gotten better instead of
worse in the past five years and the least likely to believe that Michigan uses its transportation
money efficiently and effectively. Metro residents are among the most likely to support greater
spending to improve transportation quality in the state and the region most supportive of an
emphasis on alternative modes of transportation instead of an emphasis on highways
(although, even in this region, building and maintaining highways receives far greater support).
Overall, the state's transportation agenda reflects this region’s transportation agenda.

University

Although they are among the most satisfied with MDOT and are generally more likely to
believe that transportation has become better instead of worse over the past five years, this
region's residents are the least likely to think that MDOT's projects are the right solutions to
Michigan's transportation problems. University residents are the least likely to believe that tolls
are a fair way to collect revenue. They are also the least likely to say that the state should spend
more to improve the quality of transportation and among the most supportive of emphasizing
building and maintaining highways over developing alternative modes of transportation.
Faster and more efficient completion of state highway projects is slightly less important in this
region, while building more state highways to meet traffic demands is more important.

Southwest

Residents in this region are among the most satisfied with MDOT and are more likely to say
that transportation in the state has become better, not worse. They are the least likely to believe
that improving Michigan's transportation system is crucial to improving the economy.
Southwest is also the only region where more people disagree that a better transportation
system is more important to attracting businesses and improving the economy than lower taxes.
Better pavement conditions is clearly the biggest priority for residents in this region, while
having faster and more efficient completion of state highway projects is slightly less important.
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Bay

Residents in this region are almost equally likely to say transportation has become worse as to
say it has become better —the only region so divided on this question. Residents in this region
are the most supportive of more spending for improved quality of transportation. They are also
among the most likely to agree that tolls are a fair way to collect revenue. Like the Southwest
Region, better pavement conditions is the biggest issue here, while faster and more efficient
completion of state highway projects is also a less important priority in this region. More
availability of public transportation options is a greater priority in the Bay Region than it is in
others. This is also the only region where more sidewalks for pedestrians and lanes and
pathways for bicycles reaches the second tier of high priority items.

Grand

This region sets itself apart as the most satisfied with MDOT, the most likely to believe that
MDOT's projects have been the right solution to the state's transportation problems, and the
most likely to believe that transportation in the state has become better instead of worse. This
region is also the most likely to say that improving Michigan's transportation system is critical
to improving the economy and job situation in the state. Grand residents are also among the
most likely to agree that tolls are a fair way to collect revenue. Again, better pavement
conditions is the biggest issue here.

North

This region is among the most likely to say that improving Michigan's transportation system is
critical to improving the economy and job situation in the state. However, North residents are
the least likely to support the state’s spending more to maintain and improve the quality of
transportation. Residents in the North Region are the most supportive of emphasizing building
and maintaining highways over developing alternative modes of transportation. Better
pavement conditions is the biggest issue, but more and faster snow and ice removal is the second
biggest priority item —the only region where snow and ice removal is among the first or second
transportation priorities.

Superior

As different and isolated as this region is from the rest of the state, there are not too many items
on which it stands out from the other regions. It is among those most likely to agree that tolls
are a fair way to collect revenue and is among the least likely to believe that Michigan uses its
transportation money efficiently and effectively. It is also among the most supportive of
alternative modes of transportation. As in all of the other non- Metro regions, better pavement
conditions is the clear top priority. Faster and more efficient completion of state highway projects is
not among the top two tiers of priorities, most likely due to the lack of four lane highways in the
region.
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