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WASH THOSE GERMS
AWAY

Rasanna Maureen Stewart
Group Day Care Home
Washrenaw County

One of my major concerns since | began caring for
children has been keeping them healthy, This is impor-
tant 1o me for two reasons. First, my own family is
exposed to all illnesses in my child care home. Second,
1 care for the children of many young, single mothers
who do not get paid for staying home with sick
children.

| began by trying all the usual precautions such as
encouraging hand washing: using paper towels, plates
and cups; disinfecting silverware, the changing table
and the toilet area; and teaching children 1o use tissues
and to cover their mouths when coughing. These
measures are important and necessary, but they were
not enough.

During our first yvear of operation, we stayed sick
from October to May. It seemed as though we would
never be healthy, We caught every cold and flu bug
around. not to mention measles and chicken pox. Our
second year was better but we still had several episodes
of flu and numerous colds. Runny noses became the
standard. As the beginning of our third year approached,
I began to consider this problem seriously and search
for a solution.

Fortunately, | was given an opportunity to ask for
help through a program called “Hooray for Health.”
This is a new Washtenaw County Public Health pro-
gram which provides consultation services to child care
providers. | eXxplained that I wanted to develop a
health program that would reduce our instances of
sickness and would be feasible and easy to implement.

During our six weeks in this program, | discovered
that we had a good foundation of health practices, but
needed 1o expand our basic ideas. We were overlooking
some real germ-breeding grounds such as the bathroom
sink. faucet handles and door knobs, eating areas,
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As we begin a new school year, we look for ways 1o
improve our program, stimulate learning in our chil-
dren, and anticipate the good times to come. We
generally do not think about the bad times we could
have, such as severe injurics or perhaps the death of a
child while in care. Tragedies can happen, and the
results are traumatic not only for the parents but for
vou as caregiver. They don't always happen 1o some-
one else. Some of you have had 1o endure such things
as a child who died from “Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome™ (SIDS). When such tragedies occur, support
groups may be available to both parents and providers.
Generally, either your local health department or hos-
pital may be able 1o give you information regarding
these groups.

New family and group home rules require that provid-
ers receive training in infant and child CPR and basic
first aid. Does being “prepared” help? By all means, as
indicated by the following letter from parents who were
fortunate to have a provider who was prepared. The
parents have given me permission 1o reprint their
letter.

To Whom It May Concern:

We would like 1o take this opportunity to com-
mend licensed day care provider Barbara Schmelrer
for her owstanding care for our son, Nicholas.

On June 29, 1990, Nicholas had an apneq
fcessation of breathing) episode while in her care.
Barbara proved her competence by administering
CPR and resuscitating him, quickly calling para-
medics and ultimarely, saving our baby's life!
Fortunately, she followed the “check every 20
munuies” rule as he had only been down 15 — 20
minutes when this episoede occurred.

We are grateful 1o Barbara for being such a
competent caregiver and wanted vou to be made
avware of this fact. She is and has been exemplary
not only in this situation, but overall in her care
af Nicholas.

We hope that vou will recognize and acknow|-
edee Barbara for her outstanding service. We will
be forever indebted 1o her.

Sincerely,
Gary and Susan Basham
fContinwed on page 2)
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counter tops, kitchen appliances and any toys that are
put into children's mouths. In addition, a surface that
children touch in an efforn 1o balance themselves
should be disinfected with a bleach solution,

Developing 8 hand washing routine is necessary for
success. Use an antibacterial bar soap as it cleans
better. Demonstrate hand washing for the children so
they understand that you want them to lather the soap
and rub their hands all over. Use paper towels for
drying — one towel per hand washing. Dispose of used
iowels in a wasicbasket. If you follow through each
time, the children will soon be telling you when to
wash your hands,

Hands should be washed:

Before and after eating.

Afier using the bathroom.

After coughing or sneezing.

Afier blowing noses (your own or someone

else's),

Before and afier touching a child’s mouth,

After changing diapers.

. Before preparing food. (We have a strict rule
against doing other things during food prep-
aration. The adult who is cooking doesn't
change diapers, tie shoes, blow noses. or find
missing objects. The children know that they
have 10 go 1o the other adult for help or wait
until the meal is ready.)

8. Afier playing outside,

9. Afier using markers, crayons and pencils.

10. Afier caring for each child, before helping the

next one (diapers, noses, eic.),

o ko ed
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The changes we made and the new ideas we incor-
porated reduced our illnesses significantly. We have
had no flu epidemics and only a few mild colds since
we implemented the program last fall. With the help of
the “Hooray for Health” consultant and consistent
application of health care procedures, we feel that we
have a workable, practical, and useful tool for ensuring
a healthier child care environment.
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Mrs. Basham also wished to pass on some additional
information she thought would be of interest to others
caring for young children. She wanted me to encourage
providers to ask parents if the baby in care was
premature or was ever on an apnea monitor. These
babies should be waiched particularly closely, since
they are more likely 1o experience problems with
cessation or suspension of breathing

We all share in this family’s heartfelt gratitude for the
response their son received from this provider. Trage-
dics can sometimes be prevented. One child makes it
all worthwhile.

Ted deWolf, Director
Division of Child Day Care Licensing
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CHILDHOOD DISEASES
ARE NOT KID STUFF

Dennis L. Murray, M.D.
Department of Pediatrics and
Human Development
Michigan State University

Infectious diseases have been a major concern when
attempting to provide assurance of quality in child
care, The usual focus has been on the health and
well-being of children rather than the health of stafl
members. Children, however, are a reservoir for many
infectious agents. and because caregiving staff come
into close and frequent contact with children and their
excretions and secretions, child care workers are at
major nisk of developing a variety of infectious diseases.

Caregiving stafl are predominantly women, mosi
often of child-bearing age. Certain infections contracted
by a pregnant woman may also endanger the develop-
ing fetus. All child care workers need to be informed
of the nisks of working with young children. Mainte-
nance of age-appropriate routine immunizations for all
children and caregiving stafl is the hallmark of primary
prevention of infectious disease in child care facilities.

Caregiving stafl should be up-to-date for all vaccines
recommended for adults. This includes a primary serics
for tetanus and diphtheria, and a booster vaccination
apains! these agents every ten years, Recommendations
also include being immune to measles, mumps, polio-
myelitis, and rubella viruses.

While wvirtually all persons born before 1957 are
immune to measles, 10-15 percent of individuals born
since 1963 may not be immune, and therefore would
be susceptible to infection. Rubella virus may have
devastating effects upon the developing fetus and ap-
proximately 10 percent of young adults are not im-
mune to this virus today. Determination of presence of
antibodies to measles, mumps, and rubella is one
means of assunng protection against these infectious
agents. In areas where these teésis arc not readily
available, however, immunization (or re-immunization)
with measles, mumps, rubella vaccine (MMR) may be
more practical, and should be considered for healthy
caregiving staff.

Three other diseases for which vaccines do not yet
exist or are not appropriate for adulis deserve mention,
Tuberculosis, a serious bactenal infection, is on the
increase nationwide. Testing for prior exposure and
infection with Mycobacterium tuberculosis is accom-
plished by use of a tuberculin skin test. Such skin
testing should be performed prior to starting employ-
ment and at regular intervals as recommended by local
health authorities.

Varicella zoster virus (chickenpox) infection occur-
ring in adults may result in a serious illness, especially
in those with underlying chronic health problems.
Approximately 8 percent of American adults (over 13
vears of age) are not immune to chickenpox. While a
positive history of discase is a reliable indicator of
immunity, blood testing should be considered for those
caregiving staff with unknown or negative histories of
discase. Should an outbreak of chickenpox occur at a
child care facility, susceptible staff may wish to remain
at home for the duration of the outbreak to decrease
their risk of exposure,

Finally, all caregiving stafl should receive education
concerning the increased probability of exposure to
cytomegalovirus (CMV) in child care settings. While
healthy children are usually not adversely affected by
this infection, they may transmit it to parents and/or
adult caregivers.

CMYV is the leading cause of congenital infection in
the United States; and a pnmary infection in a preg-
nant woman carries the greatest risk of damaging after
effects. Transmission of CMV appears 10 require direct
contact with virus containing body fluids (saliva and
urine), thus careful attention to hygiene (hand washing
and avoidance of secretions) 18 vitally important to
preventing infection in caregiving stafl. In large studies
involving over 30 centers and 500 adult stafl each,
researchers in Alabama and Virginia found antibody
evidence of recent infection of 14-20 percent. A blood
test 1o determine a worker's immunity to CMV is
available and has been recommended by some specialists.

Children and caregiving staff in child care settings
probably are at a higher risk of exposure to certain
diseases than is the general population. Many of these
diseases, however, can be successfully prevented by
effective measures such as immunizations, improving
hygiene standards, and better disease recognition and
control.



CHILDREN WITH CHRONIC ILLNESSES IN THE
CHILD CARE SETTING

Barbara Desguin, M.D.
The Department of Pediatrics and
Human Development
Michigan State University

When a child in a child care seiting has a chronic
iliness. particular issues need to be considered and
some adaptations may be required. Ten to twenty
percent of all children have chronic illnesses. Of the
total group of children with chronic illnesses, 10 per-
cent are profoundly affected while the other 90 percent
function generally as healthy children do. In Michigan
approximately 300,000 children between birth and 18
vears have chronic illnesses, and 1t is likely that many
of them are in child care settings at some point in
their childhood.

What are Chronic llinesses?

Childhood chronic illness has been defined medically
as a condition which “requires care for three month in
a year, or hospitalization more than one month a year,
or at the time of diagnosis is likely to do s0." Another
definition is “A continuing disorder which results from
an impairment of a body system or structure, has a
course which is measured in months or vears, is
characterized by the need for continuing or periodic
medical treatment or health care, and has the potential
to interfere with a variety of functions on a continuing
basis.” It is clear from the general nature of these
definitions, that a wide variety of conditions are “chronic
ilinesses,” Asthma, allergies, and seizures are examples
of chronic illnesses which are relatively common in
childhood. Ear infections may be chronic in younger
children. Less common illnesses include diabetes, cystic
fibrosis. leukemia, cercbral palsy, arthritis, and hear
and kidney disease. Chronic illnesses may range from
mild to severe, and their seventy may change over
time.

Which Children can be Enrolled?

Since the majority of children with chronic illnesses
are able. in general, to function normally, they can be
in usual child care settings. Decisions about enrollment
should be based on the needs of the particular child
and the ability of the facility to meet them. Each
center or home must consider whether it is able and
willing to care for the child. Some illnesses require
special considerations. If older children who need total
assistance with daily care are enrolled, an adequate
number of stall must be provided. Children who are
dependent on technical equipment such as trachcos-
tomics, tube feedings, or ventilators need staff who are
tramed 1o provide such care and observe for problems.

In general, children with such needs may not be able
ta be cared for in child care centers, however, they
may be cared for in homes in which the caregivers
have received specific training. Children who have
diseases of the immune system are not able 1o resist
infections normally and such children may be put at
risk by the usual infections of other children in the
home or center.

What Needs to Be Done?

For the home or center caring for the child with a
chronic illness there are four areas to be considered:
abtain complete information, provide an appropriate
setting, give needed care, and keep the illness in
perspective. To provide appropriate care, the following
information should be obtained from the parent and, if
necessary. the child's physician:

e What is the child's illness?
& What is the child’s usual level of function? (What
can he do or not do?)

s What care is needed?
If medications: how much, when, how i5 it
measured and given, and are there any possible
expected or unexpected effects?
If diet: what foods are required or prohibited,
on what schedule?

e What adaptations need to be made? (e.g.: storage of
medications, a quiet place for the child to lie down)

® What problems, if any, may occur (including
emergencies)?

e What symptoms should be watched for?

When should someone be contacted?

¢ Whom should be contacted? Who is the child's
physician? (obtain all telephone numbers which might
be needed)

¢






