
HISTORY OF LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS FOR BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS ERADICATION IN MICHIGAN’S WILDLIFE 
 

YEAR    AMENDMENTS/
LEGISLATION 

SURVEILLANCE/ 
REGULATION AREAS 

HUNTING BAITING/FEEDING

1996 Wildlife Conservation Order 
Amendment (WCO Am) No. 12-
1998: Deer Management Unit 
(DMU) 452 created 9/1/96. 

DMU 452, 1996 Core Area, was 
created. It contained portions of Alcona, 
Alpena, Montmorency and Oscoda 
counties. 

Liberal permits in DMU 452. Letter to hunt clubs in DMU 452 
seeking voluntarily cessation of 
supplemental feeding of deer. 

1997   1996 continue Liberal permits in DMU 452. 

Disease Control Permits 
issued. 

Letter to hunt clubs in DMU 452 
seeking voluntarily cessation of 
supplemental feeding of deer. 
Estimated 50% compliance. 

1998 Governor Engler’s Executive 
Directive 1998-1: calls for strategy 
to eliminate bovine TB    in 
Michigan. 1/29/98 

ERA Order1998-01: feeding 
banned by Michigan Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) in an Enforced 
Restriction Area (ERA) bordered by 
I-75, M-55 and the shoreline of 
Lake Huron; set measures to limit 
access of wild deer to livestock 
feed. 3/12/98 

WCO Am 2: deer baiting 
parameters set.    3/12/98 

WCO Am. 6: DMU 452 expanded 
to encompass 5-county area. 
5/15/98 

WCO Am 15: deer baiting 
parameters set.    9/10/98 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Am.: no 
rehabilitation of deer from DMU 
452. 

The Movement Restriction Zone (MRZ) 
or Enforced Restriction Area (ERA) and 
Buffer Zone were created, within the 
area bounded by I-75 and M-55. 

DMU 452 was expanded to 5 counties: 
Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, Oscoda 
and Presque Isle. 

The 1996 Core Area continues to be 
used for data analysis and calculation of 
apparent prevalence of the disease. 

 

Liberal hunting permits in 
DMU 452: antlerless 
licenses available over-the-
counter (1 per day) 

Disease Control Permits 
issued 

Early and late antlerless 
seasons in DMU 452 

In the Buffer Zone, all 
applicants for private land 
only antlerless deer licence 
received a license and there 
was a late firearm deer 
season. 

In the MRZ, Director of the 
Department of Agriculture (MDA) 
banned feeding and the Natural 
Resources Commission (NRC) 
limited baiting to 5 gallons Sept. 
1 – Dec. 31. Use of salt or 
minerals prohibited. 

In other parts of the state there 
were no feeding or baiting 
restrictions. 

Feeding for recreational viewing 
is banned in the MRZ. 



1999 Public Act 66 of 1999, House Bill 
No. 4499: Gives the NRC the 
authority to regulate deer and elk 
feeding, 5/26/1999. 

House Bills 4427, 4428, 4429: 
regulation of captive cervids 
becomes an MDA responsibility 

WCO Am. 1: Regulation of baiting 
in northeastern Lower Peninsula 
(LP) of Michigan. 

WCO Am. 3: Use of bait statewide. 
5/1/99 

WCO Am. 11: baiting of deer in 
MRZ prohibited as a condition for 
granting TB zoning for the 
agriculture industry, 7/8/99 

WCO Am. 14: parameters set for 
feeding of deer and elk. 10/1/99 

Wildlife Division Issue Review 
Paper 5: Baiting 2/26/99 

Wildlife Division Briefing Paper: 
Deer and Elk Feeding Issues  

1998 continue Liberal hunting permits in 
DMU 452: unlimited 
antlerless licenses available 
over-the-counter 

Disease Control Permits 
issued 

Early and late antlerless 
seasons in DMU 452 

In the MRZ, NRC prohibits 
feeding/baiting of deer/elk. 

Restricted baiting allowed in 
other areas of state at 5 gallons 
between Oct. 1 and Dec. 15. 
Mechanical devices must be 
human powered. Salt blocks 
illegal. 

The rest of the lower peninsula, 
feeding for recreational viewing 
restricted to 2 gallons within 100 
yards of residence. 

Supplemental feeding is 
prohibited in LP and south of US-
2 between Escanaba and Iron 
Mountain in the Upper Peninsula 
(UP). 

 

2000 WCO Am. 9: parameters set for 
baiting and feeding of deer and elk.  
6/9/00 

1998 continue 

Counties with confirmed positive wild 
deer: Antrim, Osceola, Mecosta, 
Otsego, Crawford, Presque Isle, 
Montmorency, Alpena, Oscoda, Alcona, 
and Iosco. 

 

Liberal hunting permits in 
DMU 452: unlimited 
antlerless licenses available 
over-the-counter 

Disease Control Permits 
issued 

Early and late antlerless 
seasons in DMU 452 

NRC banned baiting and feeding 
in counties where TB positive 
wild deer has been confirmed 
(trigger counties). 

Baiting is allowed in other areas 
at 2 gallons in the LP and 5 
gallons in UP, Oct. 1 – Jan. 1. No 
restrictions of type of bait or feed. 
Any mechanical devices allowed. 

Limited baiting and feeding for 
recreational viewing allowed in 
other areas of the state restricted 
to 2 gallons per day at 100 yards 
of residence in LP. 



Supplemental feeding is 
prohibited in LP and south of US-
2 between Escanaba and Iron 
Mountain in the UP. 

2001 WCO Am. 1: No rehabilitation of 
deer from any county with TB 
positive deer, 3/1/01 

 WCO Am. 3: Parameters set for 
baiting of deer and for TB testing in 
DMU 452, 9/19/02 

WCO Am. 12:  Deer and elk 
feeding, conditions and 
prohibitions, 9/1/01 

WCO Am. 14: DMU 452 redefined 
as parts of Alpena, Alcona, 
Montmorency, and Oscoda  

DMU 452 redefined as parts of Alpena, 
Alcona, Montmorency, and Oscoda. 
The area shifted slightly east from the 
original 1996 Core Area.  

Counties with confirmed positive wild 
deer: Emmet, Antrim, Osceola, 
Mecosta, Otsego, Crawford, Presque 
Isle, Montmorency, Alpena, Oscoda, 
Alcona, and Iosco. 

The 2001 Core Area (DMU 452) is now 
used for data analysis and calculation of 
the apparent prevalence of the disease 
for all years. 

Liberal hunting permits in 
DMU 452: unlimited 
antlerless licenses available 
over-the-counter 

Disease Control Permits 
issued 

Early and late antlerless 
seasons in DMU 452 

Mandatory deer testing for 
TB from DMU 452. 

2000 regulations maintained, 
with the addition of: 

1 gallon of bait, small grain only, 
allowed in DMU 452. 

Bait or feed is to be spread over 
at least a 10 foot x 10 foot area.  

Feeding for recreational viewing 
must be 100 yards from 
livestock, in the LP. 

 

2002 WCO Am. No.8: set parameters for 
baiting, feeding, and hunting of 
deer and elk, 6/7/02. 

 Rehabilitation of deer originating 
from the 7 high prevalence counties 
is prohibited.  

2001 continue Liberal hunting permits in 
DMU 452: unlimited 
antlerless licenses available 
over-the-counter and the 
process is simplified. 

Disease Control Permits 
issued 

Early and late antlerless 
seasons in DMU 452 

Use of bait allowed for a 
scientific research project of 
for the control of deer by a 
governmental agency. 

Early and late antlerless 
seasons in the 7 high 
prevalence counties. 

Mandatory deer testing for 
DMU 452 is suspended. 

Use of deer bait for hunting Oct. 
1 – Jan. 1, and use of feed for 
recreational viewing are 
standardized at 2 gallons 
statewide except in the 7 high 
prevalence bovine TB counties 
where it is illegal. 

There is no baiting allowed in 
DMU 452. 

Supplemental feeding of deer 
and elk is prohibited statewide, 
except in Ontonagon, Houghton, 
Keweenaw, Baraga, Alger, Luce 
and portions of Marquette and 
Chippewa counties in the UP. 
Property owners or lessee will be 
held responsible for unlawful 
feeding on their property. 

 



2003 WCO Am. 3: baiting regulations, 
4/12/03 

 WCO Am. 5: Disease control 
permits definition updated to 
include other diseases, 5/10/2003. 

Baiting and feeding illegal in 7 high 
prevalence counties: Alcona, Alpena, 
Crawford, Montmorency, Oscoda, 
Otsego and Presque Isle.  2001 Core 
Area (DMU 452) is used for data 
analysis and calculation of the apparent 
prevalence of the disease for all years. 

2002 continue Supplemental feeding of deer 
and elk is prohibited statewide on 
5/16/2003. 

2004 The NRC approved an Interim 
Order allowing residents in parts of 
the UP to obtain supplemental deer 
feeding permits. 

WCO Am. 14: supplemental 
feeding of deer, 9/1/04 

Baiting and feeding illegal in 7 high 
prevalence counties: Alcona, Alpena, 
Crawford, Montmorency, Oscoda, 
Otsego and Presque Isle.   

2001 Core Area (DMU 452) is used for 
data analysis and calculation of the 
apparent prevalence of the disease for 
all years. 

2002 continue Use of deer bait for hunting Oct. 
1 – Jan. 1, and use of feed for 
recreational viewing are 
standardized at 2 gallons 
statewide except in the 7 high 
prevalence bovine TB counties 
where it is illegal. 

No restrictions of type of bait or 
feed. Any mechanical devices 
allowed. Bait or feed is to be 
spread over at least a 10 foot x 
10 foot area. Any mechanical 
devices allowed. 

Supplemental feeding of deer 
and elk is prohibited statewide, 
except in Ontonagon, Houghton, 
Keweenaw, Baraga, Alger, Luce 
and portions of Marquette and 
Chippewa counties in the UP. 
Property owners or lessee will be 
held responsible for unlawful 
feeding on their property. These 
regulations will remain in effect 
until May 31, 2006. 

 

2005 WCO Am. 12: disease control 
permit issuance clarified, 7/7/05. 

2004 continue 2002 continue 2004 continue 

      
    Copies of the referenced documents can be obtained from the Wildlife Division, (517) 373-1263. 


